
Evaluating the value in promoting discussion through archaeology. Aiding reflection on death, grief, 
legacy and memory. Investigating impact on confidence and ability in caring for the dying and their 

families. 
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Headline Findings  

Our workshops came to an end in February. We have so enjoyed working 

with you and learning from the thoughts and experiences that you shared. 

187 people came to one of the 31 workshops held in Bradford and Leicester, 

and 41 people came to more than one. One person came to six of the eight 

themes!   

In addition to all the data we collected during the workshops we have 85 

responses to our follow-up survey and 20 people have been interviewed.  

We have a lot of data to analyse!  

 

 

 Everyone who participated in a workshop found 
them interesting and/or thought provoking. 
Many told us they found the workshops 
worthwhile, enjoyable and relevant.  
As part of the project we needed to test whether 
seeing and talking about human remains caused 
a level of distress that would prevent learning. 
We found the opposite:  that where case studies 
promoted some discomfort this could be where 
the greatest learning could happen.  
83% of participants said that the workshop made 
them think about death, dying and bereavement 
in different ways.   
57% said that they believed the workshops 
would have an impact on how they approach 
death, dying and bereavement in their 
professional practice. 
 





National Palliative Care Congress March 2018 
 
 

We presented two posters about nursing care 
of the dead body at this conference and we 
know that many of you will find their content 
interesting.  We’d be most interested to hear 
any of your comments so do get in touch 
@CBondsStudy 
continuingbonds@bradford.ac.uk 
 

Karina also gave a presentation of our 
work and findings. There was a lot of 
interest, especially in how the workshops 
were welcomed by health and social care 
professionals as an opportunity to reflect, 
share and discuss views.  The slide below 
is our preliminary model of what the 
workshops did and how they achieved 
this:

 

A new team member 
Laura Green went on maternity 
leave in February.  She and baby 
Thea are doing splendidly.   
 
We have been lucky to have 
Justine Raynsford working with us 
to support our analysis.  Justine 
brings a additional disciplinary 
perspective as she is a pharmacist. 

mailto:continuingbonds@bradford.ac.uk


 Dying Matters 2018  

The team was very busy in its 
contribution to Dying Matters 
week in May. An exhibition in 
the Bradford University Gallery 
was viewed by 128 people.   
It was a beautiful space and proved to 
be a powerful and thought-provoking exhibition. 
“A well thought-out exhibition by experts from 
different disciplines. Enables a greater perspective 

on death” 
“'Peaceful setting, 
excellent posters, 
early analyses very 
thought-
provoking” 
 
The exhibition 
was picked up by 

local press 
and you can 
read the 
article here 
 
Lindsey and 
Karina were 
part of the 
Dead Good 
events in 
York where 

their talk about the project had the largest 
number of attendees of all the week’s 
events…. and we’ve been invited back for 
next year. 
 
 
 
 
 

What did students think? 

24 students from a breadth of health 
and social care disciplines attended 
workshops: 
• 79% thought that the workshop had 

made them think differently about 
death, dying and bereavement 

• 42% agreed  that their confidence in 
talking about death and 
bereavement had increased as a 
result of the workshop   

• 63% agreed that the workshop 
would have an impact on how they 
approached death, dying and 
bereavement in their professional 
practice 

• 54% selected the word ‘relevant’ 
after the workshop.  This percentage 
was the same for medical and 
nursing students as for the group as 
a whole 

• No student selected the words 
distressing, boring or irrelevant 

• All students selected interesting,  
92% selected thought-provoking, 
70% selected worthwhile, 58% 
enjoyable, 22% moving, and 8% sad 

• 82%  thought that archaeological 
materials could be used to facilitate 

discussions about death, dying, 
bereavement and loss, or 

training in this area 
  
The project was also presented at 
Remember Me. The Changing 
Face of Memorialisation 
conference.   
 

http://www.thetelegraphandargus.co.uk/news/16227645.Ancient_cultures_39_rituals_and%20_traditions_used_to_spark_conversations_about_death/
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